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This research was conducted to promote biodiversity conservation 

and sustainable use of natural resources in the region.

We collaborated on this research with "The Association of 

Restoration in the Ise Mikawa Region", "Ise-Mikawa Bioregions 

Network" and "The Japan Forum for Biodiversity". We interviewed 

citizen groups working for regional biodiversity and asked for 

their frank opinions.

Through the research from stages 1 through 4 started in 

February 2009, the common issues were shared with people 

beyond their groups, and the knowledge to solve those issues were 

exchanged. As a result, people's network is expanding.

Ise Mikawa Bay Watershed indicates the area of Ise and Mikawa Bay and river 

basins which flow into Ise and Mikawa Bay, but the picture includes not only 

geographic location but also the material cycle and ecosystem of this area.

Groups in the 1st Stage

Groups in the 2nd Stage

Groups in the 3rd Stage

Groups in the 4th Stage

Bioscience Team, Nature and Science 
Club, Gifu High School

Nagoya Higashiyama Zoo
and Botanical Gardens

Natural History Research Network
of Japanese Chelonians

Shiokawa Tidal Flat Preservation 
Association

Conservation Group of Rokujogata 
Tidal Flat and Mikawa Bay

Takamatsu Tidal Flat  Conservation 
Group

Magnolia stellata Conservation Group 
of Japan

Toyota Group, Wild Bird Society
of Japan (Yanami Wetland)

Conservation Group of Forests and 
Hachiryu Wetland

Successors Who Protect Hime-botaru(Firefly) 
in the Outer Moat of Nagoya Castle

Nature Research Group of Kaisho 
Forest

Nagoya Higashiyama Forest 
Conservation Group

The Meeting Which Thinks About Huge 
Development of the 21st Century

1000
Research Group of Kaisho Forest
in Monitoring Site 1000

Nagoya Waterfront
Research Association

Toyota City Nature Conservation 
Association

Harinko (Gasterosteus microcephalus) 
Network

Laboratory of Riverine and  
Environmental Research, 
Department of Civil Engineering, 
Aichi Institute of Technology 

Department of Environmental Science 
and Technology, Meijo University

NPO
NPO Ena-shi Sakaori Tanada 
Preservation Associasion

Micro Cosmos Mie no Umi (Mie Ocean 
Ecosystem Preservation Group)

Association of Cleaning up 
the Environment in the Ise-Shima Region

Toyota River Yahagi-aquarium, 
Yashitagawa River Keepers

NPO 500
NPO "Mitake" Kiso River Water Trust
for 5 million Citizens

Natural Environmental Division, 
Gifu City

Dachibokubora Nature Conservation 
Group

Groups in the table are ones that we came to know through our research, but there are many other groups in the region.

NPO
NPO Omotehama Network

Ohyama River Conservation Group

Kuri-kuri Craft Center

NENO
Neno Nakatsugawa Ena Nature Office

NPO
NPO Yamazato Bunka Promotion

Branch School of  KAERU Kinjo Gakuin University

Yu-ko-sha (Sea Activity Center) Soma Gumi (Wood Cutter Group)

Atsumi Nature Conservation Group

NPO
NPO Oku-Yahagi Forest Center Horio House Building Company

Toyota City Nature Sanctuary

OZ 
Kaitou-yumin club

DVC
Norimasa Develop Volunteer Club

Matsunase Tidal Flat Watching Group

Forest Life Design Laboratory

Toba Sea-Folk Museum

Shiratsuka Beach Conservation Group

Nagiso Logging Company

NPO
Fujimae Ramsar Society 

Toyohashi Museum of Natural History

Fukuzu Farm

 
Toyokawa Akatsukayama Park,
Gyo-Gyo Land

Wildlife Society of the Shima Peninsula

Hekinan Seaside Aquarium

NPO
NPO Ibi Herbs Center

Mikawa Freshwaterlife Network Young Forest Manager

NPO
NPO Mt. Ena Green Society

Icchoda Wetland Conservation Group

Kashimo Timbers Production Club 

Shimada Wetland Conservation Group

Home in the Forest

Working Toward Conservation and Restoration
of Biodiversity in Ise Mikawa Bay Watershed

Sanshi Nature Conservation Group¥ 
Yokkaichi University Association for 
Natural Environment Education

Commission to Survey Natural 
Environment of Kamiishizu Satoyama 
Forest for Research and Education 



Forest management in various sectors

Various sectors, including volunteer groups, 
are working for forest management.

Forest surveys 

Citizens and researchers are working together 
to survey forest ecosystems extensively. One 
example of this is the "Mori no Kenkoushindan," 
which surveys and evaluates forestry ecosystem 
health.

Production and processing of local wood

Utilization of local timber resources is 
increasing widely. 

Charcoal

Traditional skills and charcoal culture are 
preserved through utilization of resources 
in secondary forests.

Surveys on local traditions and cultures

Interviews with local people help us to 
collect information on and preserve local 
traditions and cultures.

Regional vitalization through utilization

of natural resources

Regional vitalization projects are underway 
in the form of utilization of natural resources 
and the promotion of exchanges between 
villages and cities.

Conservation of terraced rice fields

Various activities are currently underway 
such as the promotion of exchanges between 
villages and cities, and the production of 
brand-name organically-cultivated rice.

Conservation of endemic species

Conservation activities for endemic species 
such as Magnolia stellata in the Tokai area 
are expanding throughout the region.
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Various approaches have been taken to conserve and 

restore forest ecosystems, including; forest management 

such as thinning operations, forest surveys and 

secondary forest conservation such as burning charcoal.  

Volunteer groups are working actively on forest 

conservation in the Chubu region. Various sectors 

such as citizen groups, research organizations and 

private companies are working together for better 

forest management.
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Various approaches have been taken to conserve and 

restore natural environments in rural areas such as 

conservation of terraced rice fields, protection of endemic 

species or wetland, and surveys on traditional knowledge. 

Construction of sustainable regions which can exist in 

harmony with nature is underway through regional 

vitalization projects which promote the use of natural 

resources, and preservation of local traditions.
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Conservation of "Hariyo"
 Gasterosteus microcephalus  

Conservation activities for "Hariyo" 
(Gasterosteus microcephalus); numbers of 
this freshwater fish in spring-fed ponds and 
rivers are increasing in the region.

Surveys on inhabitants of tidal flats and coastal areas

Surveys on inhabitants such as benthic life 
and migratory birds are continually being 
performed. One example of this is the "Umi 
no Kenkoushindan," a survey and evaluation 
of marine ecosystem health.

Education on the value and benefits of tidal flats

Learning through observation gives us the 

opportunity to understand the multi-

functionality of tidal flats.

Surveys on river environments

Surveys on freshwater ecosystems are currently 
underway in the region.

Management of river environments

Citizens, private companies and local 
governments are working together for river 
cleanup efforts.

Regional vitalization in fishing villages

Regional vitalization projects in fishing 
villages are underway in the form of utilization 
of natural resources and ecotourism.

Preservation of traditional fisheries

Traditional fisheries such as the "Ochi Ayu 
Ryo," made to catch Plecoglossus altivelis 
which move downstream to spawn, are 
preserved in the region.

Conservation of rare and endangered species

Surveys are underway on the coming ashore 
and laying of eggs of Caretta caretta, and 
there are conservation activities dedicated 
to them.
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To restore a sustainable natural cycle linking
forests, satoyama, rivers and the sea
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Various approaches have been taken to conserve 

and restore river environments,  such as river 

surveys, river area management, conservation of 

freshwater ecosystems, education on river environments 

and the establishment of sustainable fisheries. 

Some of these activities aim for restoration of the 

cycle between forests and the sea, and conservation 

of regional biodiversity as a whole.
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healthy and productive environment in the region, such as 

natural environmental research, education on the sea 

environment and reactivation of the fishery industry. 

These activities help us to learn the value and benefits of 

the sea, and to act for conservation of marine environments.
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Various sectors, such as national and local governments, citizen 

groups and nongovernmental organizations, private companies, and 

research organizations have been working for biodiversity in forests, 

satoyama, rivers and the sea in Ise Mikawa Bay Watershed. We aim to 

build a human network by interacting with those sectors and to 

conserve biodiversity as a whole in the region through restoration of 

sustainable natural cycles.
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